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April  27,  1932 


Urn,  Bote  MeKeown  Bausch 

1687-24th  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California 


My  dear  Ma  dam  i 


It  would  he  very  difficult  for  us  to  locate  the 
song  which  you  mention  without  having  the  title  of  it  or 
the  name  of  the  author. 


Lincoln  songs  run  into  the  hundreds  and  it  w-/ul& 
necessitate  going  through  each  one  to  try  and  identify  the 
stantas  which  yow  suggest. 

If  you  know  the  name  of  the  author,  the  publisher, 
or  the  title  of  the  song,  we  might  help  you  In  locating  it. 

Very  sincerely  yo«rt, 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  Foundation 


July      5,  1922 


Miss  Beter  0.  Cushman 
Brown  University  library 
Providence,  P.hcde  Island. 


Sear  Miss  Cushmaa* 

The  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation  is  preparing 
a  Lincoln  Lore  abonr  Lincoln  sheet  nsxeic.  The  sheet  msic  re  are 
interested  in  Mtf$  eithar  asentien  Lincoln* s  mme  or  refer  to  aim 
in  some  wsy,  and  we  80S  sot  listing'  any  songs  without  the  Music. 

X  have  made  up  «.  list  of  sheet  aasic  that  X  consider 
Lincoln;^  na  mSi  I  tnought  probably  you  could  acid  ouite  &  number 
of  new  items  to  our  list  M  1  have  read  several  articles  yon 
have  written  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

I  have  sagde  up  a  list  of  117  dif  fernt  son/  s  t  nd  I  would 
appreciate  it  very  m&Sk  if  you  will  assist  us  in  getting  yp  as 
exhaustive  a  list  as  possible.  I  do  not  have  ^sy  idea  as  to  just 
how  sauch  raisic  hr;s  be  on  written  about  Lincoln  as  very  little 
has  ever  been  written  about  this  wubjeci. 

*  ho-re  you  can  hel-;  us  in  compiling  this  list  ss  I 
think  ever  Lincoln  student  and  collector  will  be  interested 
in  this  much  neglected  pha«©  of  Lincoln! ana. 


fours  fery  ^ruly 


\ 


S.Gerald  McMartry 
Librarian* 


July  IS*  1922 


Xla*  l-ather  C.  Cusanan 
*rovidence  »  B»I» 

Stear  Miss  Stoshja&nt 

4s  you  ar©  planning-  to  pjfrtHl  a  "hook  or,  the  subject 
of  Lincoln  Sheet  ;iusictwe  ha*e  decided  not  to  publish  a 
Lincoln  lore  on  that  subject. 

file  last  Hi  weeks  i?e  have  assembled  quite  a  Ml 
of  information  about  this  sheet  Kittle  and  if  we  could  be 
of  fc-ay  M|  to  you  in  supplying  you  *ith  the  information 
we  hawe  we  shall  he  very  glad  to  assist  in  any  way. 

Tours  $Mf  ^ruly 

herald  HeHortry 
Librarian 


H .  B.  VAN  HOESEN 
Librarian 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 


H.  1_.  KOOPMAN 

Librarian  Emeritus 


PROVIDENCE.  RHODE  ISLAND 


July  18,  1932 


Mr.  P.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Librarian 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Dear  Sir: 

We  appreciate  very  much  your  offer  of  any  infor- 
mation you  might  be  able  to  give  us  in  regard  to 
Lincoln  sheet  music.     There  are  a  few  titles  that  I 
did  not  have,  and  if  you  have  the  music  so  that  you 
can  send  fuller  details  I  would  like  very  much  to 
have  it. 

I  8 tp  using  all  the  wording  as  it  appears  on  the 
cover,  omitting  only  long  quotations  or  verses  which 
are  occasionally  used,     also  a  short  description  of  the 
cover?  whether  with  ornamental  engraved  letters,  portrait, 
etc.  If  any  additional  information  as  to  writer  of  words 
and  music  is  given  in  the  caption  above  the  music,  I  put 
that  in  a  note,  also  the  copyright  date  is  sometimes  only 
given  inside.     That  sums  up:   Title  and  author  of  words  and 
music,  place  of  publication,  publisher,  date,  description 
of  cover,  and  first  line  of  the  words.     In  what  I  have 
called  supplementary  music,  where  Lincoln  is  mentioned 
I  have  also  noted  in  which  verse  he  is  mentioned. 

If  it  would  not  be  too  much  for  you  to  let  me  have 
this  information  about  any  of  the  following  titles  that 
you  may  happen  to  have,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  it  to 
add  to  my  list.     There  is  no  immediate  hurry  in  sending 
this,  as  we  have  not  found  a  publisher  yet.     It  is  not 
a  good  time  for  starting  new  things.    We  are  hoping  that 
it  can  be  brought  out  by  the  University  this  fall. 

^Black  Brigade.     W«  &  M;  Dan  D.  Emmett. 

Get-together  Song. 
l^Goff's  address  to  the  Army  and  Navy  ... 
k-Here  we  are;  here  we  are.     M:  D.D.Emmett. 

Lincoln.     W:   S.E. Riser,  M;  J. A  .Parks. 

Mourn  ye  afflicted  People,  mourn.    W;!&M:  J. C.Beckel. 

Our  Lincoln.    W:W.C. Washburn j     M:-Toseph  Surdo. 
—Song  of  the  Patriot.    W*   George  Zoeller 

While  we  are  marching  together.     W:  H;W,C. Black. 

Please  let  me  know  if  there  is  anything  I  can  do  to 
help  you. 


Yours  very  truly 


Custodian,  Lincoln  collection. 


August    4,  1932 


Hiss  Esther  Cushaan 
Providence,  H.I. 

Bear  Mies  Cushoan* 

Sa  looking-  over  the  list  of  sheet  ausic  you  sent  me 
of  ??faich  you  wish  additional  inforaatlon,  X  find  that  we 
only  have  three  of  the  songs  in  our  collection*    Ton  will 
find  the  data  on  these  three  pieces  of  sheet  anisic  enclosed. 

It  have  quite  a  collection  of  Lincoln  sheet  music 
hut  the  greater  part  of  our  list  cane  from  catalogue* 
advertising  the  items  for  sale*  Sawhall * s  catalogue 
3*  197  has  quite  a  hit  o5  mslc  listed,  ffce  fide  Aw&fee 
focalist  F.  1050  has  several  lineoln  songs. 

1  hops  you  find  this  information  of  none  help 
and  I  regret  that  I  have  waited  so  long  to  answer  hut 
I  have  just  returned  from  ay  vacation. 

Tours  Very  Truly 

R.  Gerald.  McMurtry 
Librarian- 


H.  B.  VAN  HOESEN 
Librarian 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 


H.  [_.  KOOPMAN 

Librarian  Emeritus 


PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 


Feb.  6,  1953 


Mr.  R.Gerald  McMurtry 
Fort  "rayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

Please  pardon  the  long  delay  in  answering 
your  letter.     I  was  working  on  a  report  all 
last  week,  and  did  not  get  time  to  look  up 
the  Foster  music.     I  have  it  listed  by  title 
and  the  index  is  still  incomplete,  so  when  I 
did  not  find  what  I  knew  we  had  under  Foster's 
name  I  had  to  hunt  further. 

I  find  only  two  pieces  that  mention 
Lincoln.     I  have  not  found  any  that  are  strictly 
Lincoln  songs.     One  of  these  is*    "Better  times 
are  coming"  published  as  no. 8  of  Foster's  melo- 
dies by  H. Waters ,  New  York,  cl862.     This  mentions 
Lincoln  in  verse  two.       The  other  is  his  "Song  of 
all  songs"  that  refers  to ''Abraham' s  Daughter." 

I  am  afraid  there  is  hardly  enough  in 
these  to  make  a  Lincoln  article,  unless  you 
hsve  found  others.     Perhaps  you  could  combine 
these  with  some  others  of  the  same  type; 
I  have  found  a  number  of  minstrel  songs  for 
instance;  and  make  something  interesting  out 
of  them. 

I  am  always  glad  to  give  any  assistance  that 
I  can,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  be  of  more  help 
some  other  time. 


P.S.     I  notice  that  you  have  a  new  letter  head.  I 
wish  you  would  send  me  an  unused  sheet  sometime,  to 
put  with  our  other  Lincoln  letter  heads. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Custodian,  Lincoln  co 


llection. 


(hisfco«ii'j4i»  Hm@tltt  Collection 
P?ovi  dcs  ice  *  a.  X  • 


Mm?  Mine  $MN1 

W©  haw  fefite  60I35  oonoilfflfitbl©  '?o.;»k  la  trying 

to  Ivlgg  am*  Mgttta  !£$<§•  v#  fa        $gil  »§  ^ois?i*,te  mi 
possfblo,  f«  iKgftftg  Jtxat  recently  wch^od  T-ilto  a  §m  now 
tifclso  ma  m  m-i  hsfQ  a  tint  of  riNtfl  &»$ra#  titles 

§f  Lincoln  xmn%n* 

Oar  pMi  «o2,i!u8-:,oa  i'af,j©  fAHl        cm  this  gr&bjoet 
led  tsa  to      i&r*>  *h-t  y&z  intm'ted  to  mV.ioh.  titartly  a 
shook  Itit  if  nliMHOili)  iNMb  Ni  tool  that  there  ia  a  f*re*t 
noad  that  stioh  a  lift  h$  ^hlim^ii.md  m  WtmM.  IfSBfe  to  know 
if  yro  intend  $4  ->i&Hau  imch  a  list. 

X:?  yon.  5.nt«-nd  to  ©CRa^ilfi  seoh  3  list  of  sheet 
£HL»lev.?e  O'C  ooiwra  will  not  do  any  farther  reswoh  a!o/v? 
f»..'da  lino, 

1  shall  bo  very  gi'sr'i  to  iMM9  ffiffl  ywt  riifg-mUng 
tMs  matter.  OmNMHI  l«nor  that  «|  will  no  *l3d  to  coer^rate 
with  you  4b  this  mlart^'in^. 


Years  ?®?y  fely 


R.0or.ald  Moitartrjki  Llbr?ri3B 
Lincoln  National  'fife  Foundation 


H.  B.  VAN  HOESEN 
* 

Librarian 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 


H.  U.  KOOPMAN 

Librarian  Emeritus 


July  25,  1935 


Mr.  R .  Gerald  McMur try- 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

You  must  have  one  of  the  largest 
collection  of  Lincoln  sheet  music.  The 
most  complete  one  I  know  of  is  the 
Savage  collection  in  New  York.     The  sons 
of  the  man  who  made  it  are  trying  to  sell 
it  to  the  Library  of  Congress.     They  would 
sell  it  only  as  a  whole. 

I  have  been  working  for  some  time  on 
copy  for  a  bibliography  of  Lincoln  music, 
for  which  I  have  over  three  hundred  titles. 
These  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who 
plans  to  use  them  as  a  part  of  another 
publication  he  is  getting  out,  and  to  print 
separates  of  the  music  bibliography.     I  do 
not  know  how  long  it  will  be  before  he  will 
get  ready  to  publish,  and  have  written  to 
ask,  suggesting  that  if  he  is  not  planning  to 
do  it  soon  that  it  might  be  better  to  col- 
laborate with  you  in  publishing  the  biblio 
graphy .     Do  you  have  any  suggestions  as  to 
how  we  could  work  together  in  publishing  the 
work,  using  the  copy  I  have  already  prepared 
with  any  additions  you  might  be  able  to  add. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Custodian,  Lincoln  collection. 


The  Lincoln  National  life  insurance  Company 


Curbodlm-,  Mnueln  Collection 
Brown  ttaiTor^tty  lAbrary 


Door  MMw  Cuaimms 


Yon  very  likely  lataaaderafcood  mo  is  regard  to  our 
Sdncoln  collation  of  rsisio*  Ml  hiw  in  our  Pouadatlott  about 
150  dif:?c-w«  folio  fOia^o.ho'.w -ry^  io  have  a  list  of  about 
throe  temdred  titles.  In  all  probi'Hty  you  hairs  wtet  of  th*«® 

It  is  lay  psreengkl  0$>ln3  ffl  that  some  research  HSU 
waalc  publishing  hovftos  \'ould  greatly  hwram  tli©  ntsaber  of 
titl*a  ptiblirihed#  Wo  <*r«>  not  in  a  hurry  about  tb±i»aiad  «•  would 
safest  that  you  utorc  to  your  ori=d«al  plea  oextcenjing  the 
publication  o*  the  bib      r*  *y. 

In  the  ovrjnt  U         h  ptlblleatioa  ilooa  not  ocfsr  w© 

shall  be  very  ^1-w  to  - sal at  you  in  any  way  poaulble*  M 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


■7.-I7    j:e  1935 


Tier. /i..,-'  Onehtam 


Baforald  tfcltartry  Librarian 
Lincoln  National  (lit  SoiuidAtion 

1 5\ 


Form  1463—10-34—50,000 


H.  B.  VAN  HOESEN 

LlBBAHIAN 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 

Providence,  R.  I.     Aug .    9»  ^93^ 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  information  about  the  three 
pieces  of  Lincoln  music,  and  thank  you  for 
sending  it.     I  shall  be  glad  to  add  those 
pieces  to  my  list. 


Yours  very  truly, 


KE 


All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 
"LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington,  D.  C." 


Library  of  Congress 


WASHINGTON 


Office  of  the  Librarian 


August  19  1935 


Dear Sir: 

In  response  to  your  letter  of  recent  date  *  I  am  directed  by 
the  Librarian  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Memorandum  furnished  by 
the  Acting  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Music,  Mr.  Strunk. 


Memorandum  $  Concerning  lists  of  music  publishers  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  foreign  countries... 


As  stated,  we  have  not  compiled  a  complete  list  of 
music  publishers  for  distribution.    Doubtless  the  pub- 
lications noted,  to  be  found  in  libraries  in  your  vicin- 
ity, will  furnish  the  information  desired. 


♦referred  to  this  Library  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  this  city. 


Very  truly  yours, 


(  1  enclosure  ) 


Mr.  H.  B.  Bauernfeind,  Librarian 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne  INDIANA 


6— 1695 


MEMORANDUM 


TO  THE 


From  the 


LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 


Division  of  Music 


August  16,  1935 


Referring  to 


Inquiry  of 

Mr.  H.  B.  Bauernfeind 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indians. 

August  6,  1935 

The  Music  Division  has  not  compiled  a  complete  list  of  music 


publishers  for  distribution.    We  suggest  that  correspondent  consult 
Pierre  Key's  Music  Year  Book  for  1935*    A  list  of  American  music 
publishers  is  printed  on  p.  373-379. 

Another  list  of  publishers  may  be  found  on  p.  61-63  of  Robert 
Bruce' s  "So  you  want  to  write  a  song,  "  published  by  Paul  L.  Schwartz, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  1935- 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  Music  Publishers  Associ- 
ation of  the  United  States,  6  East  45th  Street,  New  York  City,  and  the 
Music  Publishers  Protective  Association,  1501  Broadvray,  New  York  City. 

The  Musigue  Adresses  Universel  (Universal  Music  Trades  Directory) 
published  by  L'Office  general  de  la  musique,  Paris,  1925,  contains  a 
complete  list  of  music  publishers  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  p.  2014-2201. 
We  regret  that  we  do  not  find  in  the  Music  Division  any  later  edition  of 
this  publication. 


Acting  Chief 


Division  of  Music 


February  8,  1936 

\ 


C.  C.  Bir chard  &  Co. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

We  have  on  hand  here  in  our  library  a  piece 
of  sheet  music  which  was  published  by  you  in  1923.  It 
was  written  by  Joseph  W.  Clokey  and  entitled  "Lincoln.* 

We  have  had  many  requests  for  further  in- 
formation concerning  this  sheet,  who  CloJcey  was,  also 
where  he  got  his  information  and  also  if  he  wrote  it 
in  1923  or  was  copyrighted  in  1923  after  being  written 
years  before. 

If  you  could  give  us  any  additional 
information  concerning  the  jsusic  we  will  be  very  glad 
to  hear  from  you. 

fours  very  truly t 


MACtLH  Librarian 
If. A.  Cook 


EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT 
C.  C.  BIRCHARD  &  COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS  OF  MUSIC 
BOSTON     :  MASSACHUSETTS 


February  10th,  1936 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook,  Librarian 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Ways©,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr,  Gook: 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  February  6th, 
the  music  you  refer  to,  a  setting  of  the 
poem  entitled  "Lincoln",  was  written  by 
Joseph  Vf.  Clokey  who  is  a  teacher  of 
music  in  Pomona  College,  California  and 
his  residence  is  Clarmont,  California. 
He  made  the  setting  in  1923  at  our  re- 
quest, the  poem  being  our  copyright  and 
the  copyright  on  the  entire  work  is  still 
subsisting.     The  poem  was  written  by 
David  Stevens . 

Any  further  information  required,  we  shall 
be  glad  to  furnish,  if  possible. 


Very  cordially  yours, 


C.  BIRCHARD  &  COMPANY 


DS:L 


Mr.  ^lonzo  Her/ ton  Benn 
5000  Sftit  7!nd  Avenue 
Chi     ;o,  Illinois 

Pe~.r    r.  3enn: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  us  a 
copy  of  the  two  poems  and  the  sm%  writ '.on  "by  you. 
We  are  wry  .dad  to  . av   th  hi  for  our  files* 

?e  publish  a  little  "bulletin  "Lincoln 
fepflftft  and  we  think  that  it  mi  Jit  he  of  use  to  you 
in  your  talks.      We  are  placing  your  name  on  the 
mail  in':  list  to  rceive  it  gratis*    ®J«  current 

onies  are  enclosed  and  subsequent  issues  will  he 
assembled  and  mailed  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

Your?'  v  ;ry  truly, 


813,  en  Keren  da  en 
Subscription  Manager 
Lincoln  Lore 


Reprint  from  the  Hyde  Park  Herald 
October  24,  1935 


CHEER-O-GRAMS 

(Copyright  193S) 
By  Alonzo  Newton  Benn 


MY  WONDERFUL  AMERICA 

America!  .  .  .  America! 

The  land  by  oceans  bounded, 
With  verdant  islands  here  and  there; 

The  land  the  Pilgrims  founded. 
I  love  thee  for  thy  fertile  plains, 

For  thy  broad  rivers  flowing; 
Thy  mountain  peaks  and  shady  dells, 

And  lakes  with  moonbeams  glowing! 

America!  .  .  .  America! 

The  land  brave  men  defended, 
And  by  the  might  of  right  and  faith, 

All  tyranny  they  ended! 
I  love  thee  for  thy  splendid  schools; 

Thy  homes,  and  marts  for  trading; 
I  love  Old  Glory  more  each  day, 

With  stars  and  stripes  unfading! 

America!  .  .  .  America! 

Grand  sov'reign  states  united, 
Thy  Constitution,  unsurpassed, 

Enlightens  the  benighted; 
So  that  thy  stately  Ship  of  State 

May  sail  the  roughest  ocean, 
When  steered  by  mankind's  safest 
chart; 

Not  sailed  by  whim  or  notion! 

America!  .  .  .  America! 

Thine  is  a  wondrous  story, 
And  with  thy  love  for  world-wide 
peace. 

Thou'lt  gain  far  greater  glory; 
And  I  to  thee  will  e'er  prove  true, 

Old  Glory  shall  keep  waving; 
E'er  waving  o'er  a  land  that's  free; 

My  land,  a  land  worth  saving! 


ALONZO  NEWTON  BENN 

Lecturer 
WELL-BALANCED  BUSINESS 

A  Constructive  Business  Address 

OPPORTUNITY'S  LADDER 

An  Inspirational  Talk 

WOMAN'S  INFLUENCE  ON  AND 
IN  BUSINESS 

The  Keystone  of  Business 

AVAILABLE  TO  CLUBS,  SCHOOLS  AND 
CIVIC  ORGANIZATIONS 

Address  Communications  to 

5000  East  End  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Telephone  Fairfax  0232 


\mmm 


m 


ALONZO  NEWTON  BENN 

AMERICAN  —  PATRIOT  —  INDUSTRIALIST 

The  thoughts  of  all  thinking  people  have  been  concentrated  on  the 
saving  of  our  wonderful  America,  the  land  that  has  given  us  undreamed 
of  opportunities.  From  Alonzo  Newton  Benn's  earliest  days,  he  has 
been  closely  identified  with  every  aspect  of  American  life.  He  has  a 
wide  personal  knowledge  of  every  part  of  the  United  States  and  has 
proved  himself  a  wise  and  efficient  constitutional  observant,  bearing  his 
full  share  of  the  burdens  that  have  fallen  on  the  American  people,  notably 
in  the  critical  days  of  the  world  war.  He  is  revered  and  honored  by  his 
business  associates  and  acquaintances,  as  a  shinipg  example  of  loyalty  to 
his  fellowman  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
has  been  made  abundantly  evident  inasmuch  as  he  is  now  retired  on  a 
substantial  annuity  for  life,  from  his  last  official  position. 

Mr.  Benn  made  a  typically  American  start  in  life  by  being  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Woodburn,  Iowa.  After  finishing  school  he  became 
a  telegraph  operator  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  for  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  He  was 
later  promoted  to  the  general  offices  of  the  Burlington  Route  and  from 
there  he  stepped  up  the  ladder  of  success,  going  with  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Co.,  Omaha,  and  later  he  became  stenographer  and  telegrapher 
for  the  Nebraska  City  Packing  Co.  Mr.  Benn  made  such  a  close  study 
of  telegraph  methods  that  he  discovered  and  put  into  daily  use,  what  has 
since  become  the  generally  accepted  method  of  RECEIVING  AND 
COPYING  TELEGRAMS  ON  THE  TYPEWRITER.  His  inventive 
genius  was  further  employed  as  the  originator  of  the  OVERHEAD 
TROLLEY  TRUCK,  which  is  now  in  commercial  use  throughout  the 
entire  world. 

Progressing  further  Mr.  Benn  became  manager  of  one  of  the  Omaha 
Packing  Company's  plants  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  later  the  President  and 
General  Manager  of  the  Company  with  general  offices  in  Chicago,  111. 
He  swiftly  rose  in  position  through  the  packing  industry  to  that  of 
Assistant  to  the  President  of  the  National  Packing  Co.,  and  later  became 
Vice-President  and  General  Manager  of  the  G.  H.  Hammond  Co.,  Union 
Stock  Yards,  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  is  also  the  originator  and  patentee 
of  packing  house  processes,  which  have  proved  a  boon  to  the  industry. 

Mr.  Benn  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Society,  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Board  and  Chairman  of  the 
Membership  Committee.  He  has  been  a  Mason  for  many  years,  holding 
membership  in  Apollo  Commandry  No.  1,  K.  T.,  Oriental  Consistory,  and 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  Medinah  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Benn  is  Secretary  (Ex-Officio)  of  the  South  Shore  Country  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Association;  also  the  Knollwood 
Club  of  Lake  Forest,  Illinois.  For  many  years  before  his  retirement  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Union  League  Club  of  Chicago,  111.  He  is  unselfish  in  devoting  his  time 
and  energy  to  the  rebuilding  of  civic  and  national  life  which  has  been  so 
sadly  disrupted,  for  his  life  experience  has  taught  him  that  there  is  no 
country  in  the  world  that  has  the  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  THE  PEO- 
PLE AS  AMERICA;  and  though  he  is  now  in  the  autumn  of  life,  he  is 
very  active  and  vigorous  and  closely  associated  with  every  phase  of  civic 
life.  In  his  efforts  to  save  America  from  destruction,  the  words  of  "MY 
WONDERFUL  AMERICA"  were  born  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  Alonzo 
Newton  Benn,  that  all  might  sing  together  in  one  grand  chorus,  of  this 
marvelous  land,  uniting  a  bond  of  fellowship  that  no  power  can  sever. 


The  thrilling  music  of  this  great  patriotic  song  was  written  by  Ambrose 
J.  Wyrick,  who  is  one  of  the  greatest  artist-singers  of  this  generation. 
Mr.  Benn  felt  only  a  distinguished  singer  was  capable  of  composing  music 
for  his  magnificent  words  that  would  be  easy  for  the  great  American 
people  to  sing.  Having  been  an  ardent  admirer  of  Wyrick's  art  and  ideals, 
he  felt  only  Wyrick  could  write  fitting  music  for  "MY  WONDERFUL 
AMERICA."  . 

Mr.  Benn  is  known  for  his  rhythmic  writings  under  the  captions  of 
"Cheer-o-grams"  and  "Timely  Reflections,"  and  his  talks  on  "Well-balanced 
Business"  and  "Opportunity's  Ladder,"  etc. 

By  ELIZABETH  P.  LANCE. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  express  their  thanks  to  you  for  giving  the 
CHICAGO  WOMAN'S  CLUB  your  very  delightful  program  last  Wednes- 
day morning.    It  was  a  most  satisfactory,  enjoyable  day. 

— Emma  S.  Lamon,  Secretary. 

Great  State  Street  remembers  its  cow  path  days.  Mayor  Kelly  and 
former  Mayor  Dunne  gave  their  greetings  and  a  poem  called  "STATE 
STREET"  was  read  by  its  author,  Alonzo  Newton  Benn.  Walter  L. 
Gregory,  president  of  the  State  Street  Council.  ... 

— Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 

We  on  State  Street  thank  you  for  this  splendid  and  timely  contribution, 
"STATE  STREET."  — H.  W.  Rieger,  Executive  Secretary. 

I  have  read  your  verses  with  much  interest. 

— John  T.  McCutcheon. 

Apostle  of  "OPPORTUNITY."  —Hyde  Park  Herald. 

...  on  up  the  ladder  of  opportunity  he  went.  He  is  known  for  his 
writings,  mostly  rhythmic  verse  under  the  captions  "CHEER-O-GRAMS" 
and  "TIMELY  REFLECTIONS,"  and  has  written  the  lyrics  for  sev- 
eral songs.  — South  Central  Kiwanian  and  Community  News. 

Thank  you.  "I  WILL"  be  stealing  it  yet!  if  you  don't  mind — with 
credit  of  course.  With  thanks  for  help  in  feeding  the  hungry  maw  of 
the  all-devouring  AIR.  — Burton  Holmes. 

(Mr.  Burton  Holmes  gave  "I  WILL"  a  national  broadcast  in  connec- 
tion with  his  A  CENTURY  OF  PROGRESS  program.) 

Mr.  Dawes  asked  me  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  your  tribute  to 
A  CENTURY  OF  PROGRESS  EXPOSITION  and  himself. 

— John  Clayton,  Assistant  Director,  Publicity  Division. 

The  American  Legion  is  collecting  a  group  of  World  War  songs  to 
be  published  under  the  title  of  "LEGION  AIRS"  and  I  am  writing  to 
ask  if  you  will  grant  us  permission  to  include  your  song  "DIXIE 
DOODLE"?  —Frank  E.  Peat. 

The  Hyde  Park  Herald  has  discovered  what  it  believes  to  be  a  second 
Eddie  Guest  right  here  in  Hyde  Park  in  the  person  and  qualifications  of 
Alonzo  Newton  Benn.  Mr.  Benn's  verse  has  appeared  occasionally  before 
in  the  Hyde  Park  Herald,  but  now  it  will  appear  regularly  under  the  title 
of  "CHEER-O-GRAMS."  There  is  a  homely,  human  interest  quality 
to  it  that  touches  the  heartstrings,  and  the  poems  will  be  widely  read 
and  quoted.  — Hyde  Park  Herald. 


oAchievement 

•\ 

Achievement  worthy  of  the  name, 

Must  be  our  great  ambition, 
For  things  worth  while  are  hard  fought  for — 

There's  always  competition; 
And  competition  we  all  need, 

To  make  us  keep  on  striving, 
As  otherwise  we'd  likely  shirk 

And  be  too  late  arriving. 

Achievement  in  a  worthy  cause 

Oft  brings  much  joy  to  others, 
And  adds  a  host  of  loyal  friends 

Who'd  fight  for  us  like  brothers; 
And  friendships  make  the  hours  fly  fast 

As  evening  shadows  lengthen, 
So  it  should  be  our  constant  aim 

Our  friendship  chain  to  strengthen. 

Achievement  we  must  gain,  or  else 

We'll  need  a  dole  or  pension, 
So  let's  wake  up  and  give  our  work 

Our  very  best  attention; 
And  though  the  tempo  may  seem  fast, 

Don't  get  cold  feet  or  jitters — 
Don't  let  the  tension  get  your  goat — 

Don't  be  among  the  quitters. 

Achievement  means  a  lot  of  work, 

For  nothing  well  worth  gaining, 
Can  be  secured  except  by  those 

With  skill  that  comes  by  training; 
So  banish  Lady  Luck  from  thought — 

Don't  show  the  least  bereavement — 
Put  faith  and  pep  into  your  work, 

And  soon  will  come  achievement! 


Alon^o  Newton  Benn. 


Words  by 
A.LONZO  NEWTON  BENN 


Songs  of  Our  Flag* 


Music  by 
JEAN  CARLE  HOFFMAN 


1.  Man-y     song-s  of  our  Flag-  have  been  writ 

2.  The  bright  stars   in  the  blue  seem  to  twin 

3.  Let  us     prove  to  the  world  we  are  loy 


ten }  And  some  will  live  long1  in  our  lore ;  . 
kle;  Each  stripe  has  a  sto  -  ry  to  tell  _ 
al  (         By    sing*  -  ing-  the  song's  of  our    Flag-  • 


  For  the  beau-ti-ful  mel  -  o-dies  thrill         us,     And  make  us    ad-mireour  Flag-  more. 

  Of  what  made  our  dear  Coun-try  so    won  -   drous,  A     land  where  we'll  e'er  wish   to  dwell 

Let  us    give  e'en  our  lives  forour  Coun   -   try,     And  ne'er  let    our  love  for    her  lag". 


The  St  ar  Span-g  led  Ban-ner  is    fa  -  mous;  .The  song-  Stars  and  Stripes  is  quite  fine; 


Old 


4 


■*  —: 


—  \   9 


Glo  -  ry  un- folds  a  great  sto  -  ry, 


The  Red, White  and  Blue  is  di  -  vine- 


sing-  these  great  songs  with  much  6pir- it ,  .   And  teach  them  to  oth-ers  to  *->'ng-; 

-IB.  U.  L 


And 


aid     in  up  -  root  -  ing- se  -  di  -  tion  For  se  -  di  -  t ion  dire  ruin     might  bring-. 


Copyright  1935  by  Alonzo  Newton  Benn 


LINCOLN 


Abraham  i>incolnl      Mankind  honors  you* 

The  world  was  made  better  by  your  presence, 

For  you  had  faith,  love,  courage  and  good  sense  - 

You  were  the  ideal  man  through  and  through. 
You  are  loved  for  your  democratic  ways  - 

As  good  and  simple  as  were  your  forbears. 

You  bore  responsibilities  and  cares 

Of  State  as  no  one  else  before  your  days. 

You  saved  the  Union  and  you  freed  the  slave; 

And  through  your  great  forbearance  made  friendships 
Multiply  between  foes  after  your  lips 

Were  made  mute  by  the  assassin •      Your  grave 
Shall  keep  the  light  of  Liberty  glowing  - 
Your  fame  shall  ever  keep  growing,  growing  • 


Alonzo  Newton  Benn 


5000  East  End  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 


5717  Carlton  Way 
Hollywood,  California 
March  21,  1940 


My  dear  Mrs.  Norton: 


I  still  know  the  source  to  come  to  when  I  am  in  a 
tight  place  as  far  as  research  stumbling  blocks  go — if 
you  could  possibly  arrange  to  check  the  data  requested 
in  the  following  "form  letter"  I  should  very  much  ap- 
preciate it.     I  should  have  begun  this  note  by  apologizing 
for  my  subject  but  maybe  you  are  not  as  opposed  to  Abraham 
as  you  are  to  Mary.      With  kind  personal  regards, 

Sincerely,  v  ^ 

Research  Librarian  ' 
Transylvania  College 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

Dear  Madam: 

I  am  compiling  an  anthology  of  Lincoln  poetry, 
rhymed  and  blank  verse,  limericks,  doggerel,  et 
cetera — in  fact,  any  rhyme  by  Lincoln. 

May  I  inquire  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
help  me  double-check  the  material  I  have  so  far  dis- 
covered.    It  is  difficult  to  be  certain  of  the  Lincoln 
authorship  of  a  number  of  these--biographers  agree  and 
disagree — one  book  will  give  conclusive  proof  while  the 
next  will  stoutly  deny  that  Lincoln  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  \terse,  and  so  it  goes. 

I  am  in  a  quandary  as  to  just  where  to  look  next. 
I  should  so  much  like  to  complete  the  anthology  and 
shall  value  your  assistance.    On  a  separate  sheet  I 
list  the  alleged  Lincoln  verse. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  stamped  air  mail  envelope 
for  your  reply. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Maury  Madisdn 

Dear  Louis, 


:  sb 
End. 


I  know  of  no  one  more  likely  to  help  in  the  above 
problem  than  you.  If  you  can  send  any  information  to 
Mr.  Madison  I  shall  be  grateful. 

With  pleasant  memories  of  you  and  Ellen  in  your 
Transylvania  days, 

Sincerely, 


April  h,  19kO 


ST.  Ifcgry  Madison 
5717  Carlton  Way 
Bollywood,  Calif. 

Sear  Mr.  Madison: 

lira*  Slisabeth  lorton  of 
Lexington  has  forwarded  me  your  latter  written 
to  ker  on  March  2?. 

I  believe  we  have  had  some 
correspondence  with  respect  to  the  Linooln  peetry 
and  I  am  glad  you  ere  at  ill  persevering  In  it. 

X  take  this  opportunity  to  enclose 
&  little  arrangement  of  the  Lincoln  inaugural  address 
which  1  aade  some  years  ago  which  might  be  oalled 
poetry.   Ton  will  observe  that  X  have  not  changed  in 
any  way  the  words  of  Lincoln  but  hare  set  them  out 
for  the  sake  of  emphasis  certain  lines  which  seem 
to  carry  a  wary  definite  poetic  rythmn. 

Possibly,  you  might  feel  that  this 
item  would  come  under  your  plan. 

Very  truly  youra, 


LAM:BB 


W  rector 


NndiSon  ,  fj-auur 


VSRSE  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


"First  Lines"  Index  to  ten  poems, 
authorship  of  which  is  attributed  to  Lincoln. 


1,  "THE  Kfcft  HUNT**  A  wild  bear  chase,  dld'st  never  see?  • 

Then  hast  thou  lived  in  vain. 

2.  rti:i&!Odarw  My  childhood  home  2  see  again 

And  gladden  with  the  view. 

"ADAM  AND  SVK'S  mWim  aOHQ* 

ivhen  Adam  was  created 
Bl  dwelt  in  Aden's  shad** 

4.    (untitled)  latch  intoxication  my  ruin  has  bean 

And  my  dear  companion  hath  barbarously  slain* 

5#  *  A  sweet  plaintive  song  did  I  hear 

And  I  fancied  that  3 lie  was  the  singer 


6.  *  Tims!    what  an  empty  vapour  Hie 

And  days,  how  swift  they  are 

7»  1  You  are  young  and  I  am  older 

You  are  hopeful,  I  am  not 

8*  w  "Let  aula  acquaintance  be  forgot 

And  never  brought  to  mind. w 

9.  H  Abraham  Lincoln 

his  hand  and  pen 
he  will  be  Good 
but  god  knows  when 

10.  *  I'll  tell  you  a  Joke  •bout  fclary  and  Joel 

It's  neither  a  story  nor  Joke* 


rlease  return  to  t    fclaury  Madison 

5717  Carlton  way 
Hollywood,  California 


r 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY 

THE  LIBRARY 
PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 


HENRY  B.  VAN  HOESEN,  Librarian 


June  6,  1 9ii1 . 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Dr.  Van  Hoe sen  has  in  mind  several  projects  which  he  wishes 
to  undertake  in  our  Lincoln  collection  in  the  near  future. 

One  of  these  is  the  acquisition  of  photostats  of  Lincoln 
sheet  music  which  we  do  not  have.  We  have  checked  your 
list  of  Lincoln  music  and  find  quite  a  number  of  pieces 
which  we  lack.     In  this  connection  there  are  a  few  questions 
which  we  would  like  to  ask. 

Have  you  a  record  of  the  location  of  the  sheet  music  that 
is  not  in  your  collection,  and  would  the  information  be 
available  to  us  later  on? 

Do  you  have  one  or  two  extra  copies  of  the  check  list 
which  you  could  send  us?    Also  are  you  planning  to  expand 
your  check  list  to  include  more  information  which  would 
eliminate  such  problems  as  arise  from--for  instance — 
the  entry  under  Burke, J. F.  Our  Lincoln  the  Hero  of  the 
Nation,19l6.  We  have  this  same  titled,  C1916  with  music 
by  T.Francis  Burke  and  words  by  Mrs.  Ella  M.  Ellis. This  is 
perhaps  the  same  as  you  have  listed  but  we  would  like  to 
be  sure  so  that  if  we  do  lack  an  issue  of  this  title  we 
can  try  to  obtain  it. 

Another  project  which  we  have  in  mind  is  a  union  catalog 
of  Lincoln  manuscripts.     I  have  noted  in  Lincoln  Lore 
no.li99  a  list  of  300  letters.  Do  you  have  on  file  a  record 
of  the  location  of  these  letters,  or  any  of  the  other 
manuscripts  which  you  have  listed  in  previous  numbers  of 
Lincoln  Lore? 

Thank  you  so  much  for  any  information  which  you  can  give  us. 


Sincerely, 


Edna  M.  Worthington, 
In  charge  of 
Special  Collections. 


June  10,  1941 


Mi  sa  Edna  !.!.  '.'or  thing  ton 
2rown  University  Library 
Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Dear  Tliss  11  or  thing  tons 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  June  C 
we  have  a  record  of  the  location  of  some  of  the 
Lincoln  sheet  music  not  in  our  collection,  and 
we  would  be  glad  to  make  any  Information  we  may 
have  available  to  you. 

We  have  no  plans  for  reorintinr  the 
check  list  at  present,  but  we  are  keeping  our 
card  catalog e  up  to  date.    The  instance  you  cite* 
that  of  "Our  Lincoln  the  Hero  of  the  Nation"  by 
Burke  -  is  a  problem  with  which  we  have  had  much 
difficulty.    This  title  was  cited  from  a  memorandum 
obtained  so-e  time  ago  and  was  apparently  quoted 
incorrectly  to  us*    1®  do  not  have  this  particular 
song  in  our  file* 

Regarding  Lincoln  letters,  we  have 
for  some  years  been  attempting  to  build  up  a 
complete  file  of  facsimiles  of  original  manuscripts, 
and  in  some  instances  we  do  know  where  the  originals 
were  located  though  they  may  have  changed  hands 
since  that  time* 

Two  extra  copies  of  our  sheet  music 
check  list  are  being  forwarded  under  separate  cover 
at  your  request* 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  cooperate  with 
you  in  any  way  we  can. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Secretary 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY 

THE  LIBRARY 
PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 


HENRY  B.  VAN  HOESEN,  Librarian 


July  2,  19li1. 


Miss  Alice  Burry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Miss  Burry: 

Please  pardon  my  delay  in  answering  your 
kind  letter  of  June  10,  I9M  in  which  you 
offered  the  Foundation's  cooperation  in  our 
proposed  Lincoln  projects  here  at  Brown. 
Your  help  will  be  much  appreciated  when 
these  projects  are  undertaken  in  the  Fall. 

Thank  you,  too,  for  sending  us  extra  copies 
of  your  CHECKLIST  OF  LINCOLN  MUSIC. 

If,  in  reciprocation, we  can  be  df  any  help 
please  let  us  know. 


Sincerely, 


Edna  M.  Worthington, 
In  charge  of 
Special  Collections. 


4270  North  Meridian  Street 

INDIANAPOLIS 


April  Ilth,  1942 

Dear  Dr.  Wicks: 

Unfortunately  v/e  have  no  piano  in  the  house 
here  and  I'm  unable  to  read  music,  so  I'm  afraid  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  be  useful  in  the  matter  of  the  light 
opera  music.    Will  you  explain  this  to  the  man  who  most 
flatteringly  wished  my  opinion  and  tell  him,  too,  that 
I  think  by  far  his  best  plan--inf initely  better  than 
enlisting  roji  amateur  support — would  be  to  consult  Mr. 
Fabi^en  Sevitzky.    Mr.  Sevitzky  could  really  be  of 
authoritative  assistance,  and  he  is  both  kind  and  patriotic. 

Please  indeed  do  call  some  evening,  and  soon.  We 
are  rarely  occupied  and  would  delight  in  seeing  you.  Perhaps 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  telephone  when  you  have  a  free 
evening — Humboldt  8971  in  case  our  number  has  escaped  you — 
and  give  us  good  opportunity. 

Faithfully  yours 


\ 


IS 
I 

Dr.    Jacob  Weinberg 
135  West  84th  Street 
New  York  24.  N.  Y. 

ENdicott  2-1111 


^e  f  7&*^  ^^t^^u  ^W^cy^ 

^  C=Z^I  feat,  -&y&rf~ 4-yt4L  ;  ^  et  cftryt/dn**.  0c/e  ,  ;4<t  i^a^L^ 

<cfi£e  /*j/  ,  £6w^€X?e/  tec&vddy .  a***/  </ f/^tdf  i&J'f'  0-vt&,  L4f£±. 


lobruary  16,  1954 


Br.  Jaeofe  %*$£fem§ 
185  Hf*et  04th  Street 

X&t  Tork,  §§,  1.  T. 

Dear  Br,  Veinfeerifi 

We  are  |;»l«a&#£  u  resefwi  your  X«ttey  -M 

leara  ©£  your  MitaUHtt  work*,  aiyaely,  the  three  seifciage  9$ 


'Jfee  little  liooklst  enclosed  will  099  i  1*rie£ 
oatliae  of  ota»  S*©aa&&tio»  ana,  0^  the  Items  of  |ila#«*t^i^e 
In  mp  '»*•  note  in.  4»nr  eheet  mate  eetleetiom,,  » 

eopjr  of  jfeiesp  %tt$feoate 

will  se  Xeoklng  forward  with  f&e&sur©  to  the 
publication  of  your  eowpoeitlen  for  eheree  and  to  lie 

premiere  la  Key. 

Siaoereiy  yours, 


Margaret  HeeXlerlag 
»/»  Secretary  to  Br.  /arrea 


124    WEST    WASHINGTON    BOULEVARD,    FORT    WAYNE,    INDIANA  •  ANTHONY  9436 

October  16,  19^7 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  Museum 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Go. 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thinking  about  the  big  Lincoln  commemora tive 
program  that  is  being  planned  for  the  not  too 
distant  future,  and  in  which  you  are  to  take  an 
active  part,  it  came  to  my  mind  that  you  may  not 
know  that  right  here  in  Fort  Wayne  is  what  is 
thought  to  be  the  finest  collection  of  songs  con- 
cerning Lincoln.     The  collection  is  supposedly  the 
largest  of  its  kind,  all  originals,  and  in  excellent 
condition.     Sam  Devincent  36l£  South  Webster  Street 
here  in  Port  Wayne  is  the  owner.     There  is  no  doubt 
that  he  is  an  authority  in  his  field,  very  active 
about  the  country  collecting,  meeting  with  other 
reputable  collectors.     Besides  the  Lincoln  Music, 
there  are  originals  not  even  available  in  the 
Congressional  Library,  some  dating  back  to  1793* 
He  has  entire  collections,  each  on  something 
specific--  Jenny  Lind,  the  old  Studebaker  wagons-- 
Lindbergh--  Civil  War,   etc.     He  has  originals 
which  were  the  forerunners  of  songs  that  later 
were  popular;  for  instance,  "All  Around  My  Hat" 
eventually  became  "She  Wears  A  Yellow  Ribbon".  He 
not  only  has  this  collection,  he  knows  the  background 
of  music  like  no  one  we've  ever  known. 

It  seemed  such  a  pity  to  me  that  this  wealth  we 
have  in  our  midst  has  not  been  made  known  to  people 
who  might  have  need  of  it.     Mr.  DeVincent  hopes  to 
some  day  build  a  museum  for  this  music,  for  all  to 
enjoy. 


Very  truly  yours 


r 


(Mrs.f)  Mildred  E.  Henricks 
Program  Department 


WBZ  +  WBZA  .  WBZ-TV  .  KDKA  •  KDKA-TV  .  KYW  •  KYW-TV  •  WOWO  .  WIND  •  KPIX  •  KEX 


October  17,  1957 


Mrs.  Mildred  TC.  Henricks 
Program  Department 

124  V/est  Washington  Blvd. 
Fort  -'ayne,  Indiana 

Bear  Mrs.  HenrioksS 

I  was  pleased  to  have  your  letter  of  October  16,  and  to 
learn  more  about  the  sheet  music  of  Sara  DeVincenta  3615  South  V'ebster 
Streot,  S*ort  '*<ayne,  Indiana* 

I  have  talked  with  Mr.  BeVincent  over  the  telephone  and  I 
m  quite  eager  to  see  his  collection.    Perhaps  X  Can  make  some  arrangements 
to  visit  his  home  in  the  near  future. 

I  am  wondering  if  Mr.  BeVincont  has  ever  seen  the  Found--*  ion's 
Collection  of  sheet  music!    %  have  about  1520  pieces  devoted  specifically 
to  Lincoln.    Of  course  we  have  not  made  any  effort  to  collect  the  sheet 
music  of  the  period* 

Please  find  enclosed  a  L^cqla  ,  I Mf Ji.. i&plft ,  gfo&flfo  Lisl  of  329 
items.    P  rhaps  Mr*  DeVincent  might  like  to  use  this  in  checking  his  own 
collection* 

The  largest  collection  of  Lincoln  sheet  music  is  located  at 
Lincoln  Memorial  University,  Harrogate,  Tennessee*    They  have  more  than 
500  separate  items  devoted  to  Lincoln. 

In  the  future  when  students  call  at  our  Foundation  to  make  a 
study  of  our  Lincoln  Music  I  will  strive  to  have  them  contact  Mr.  BeVincent 
with  the  idea  that  his  great  collection  may  contain  items  not  found  in  the 
oundation*  FT* 

i\G  <*TJfT  P®  £jov  fo  M03»]C  i-.r+y  «J»"  T)*v  7Hcj©xt:p  tw  auX  *^s&. 

I  have  heard  that  John  Lair,  Renfro  Valley,  Berea,  Kentucky,  has 
sheet  music  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  items*    Perhaps  Mr.  BeVincent 
would  be  interested  in  seeing  this  collection  sometime  when  he  travels 
in  the  ■  outh* 


Mrs.  Mildred  I*  Henricks  -3-  October  17,  1957 

s'-jfe*^-  una jc  pi.        pjttjtfA,eqe  04  i^orrto age       j  .p^ns*    j  ss«p«&8  ^ju*  po^firooai 
j  F^'  *N»tf  $P"t  r*?*'  gKfU^  al7J^'  b**-«*'  kw^ojA'  p»» 

We  will  be  glad  to  work  with  Mr,  DeVincent  in  any  way  we 

can  to  help  make  his  collection  useful  to  the  public. 

-  <iY***s  f 0i*ft*riyf"  central  *tu»  D«Ay»o*M 

$}-'8  IfffeMtMP  *jjey  af/Ktsasa  c»jj       am.  ^amjc/wfj  ow  fo  » 

MtftQi  R.  (Jerald  McMartrjr 

enc. 


T©93.if  i 


* 
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j 9  West  Ibth  Street 
New  York,  N  Y  1 002^ 
October  2>,  1 5bo 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
Editor, 

Lincoln  Lore  Bulletin, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Lear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Recently,  my  wife,  a  musician,  borrowed  from  a 
friend,  an  article  torn  from  the  August  '193b'  issue  of  the^ 
ETUDE  which  gave  some  unpublished  memoirs  of  Madame  Carreno, 
as  told  to  Elizabeth  Sterling,  by  Cordelia  Kulburd  Nelson, 
a  former  Carreno  pupil.  Teresa  Carrerlo  was  a  world  famous 
pianist,  born  in  Caracas,  Venzuela,  in  l        and  died  in  1917. 

On  the  chance  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  you 
and  by  way  of  evidencing  my  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of 
LINCOLN  LORE,  I  auote  the  following  from  the  article : 

"When  she  was  ten  years  old,  President  Lincoln  re- 
ouested  that  she  come  to  the  White  House  to  play  for  him. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  summons  did  not  meet  with  the  young 
lady's  pleasure,  as  she  was  having  a  gorgeous  time  in  the 
Hotel  playing  with  a  small  boy  her  age.  So  Senor  Carreno  es- 
corted a  reluctant  and  defiant  child  to  meet  the  President. 
To  begin  with,  she  seated  herself  at  the  piano,  which  was  a 
Steinway  Grand,  ran  her  fingers  over  the  keys,  and  remarked 
that  no  one  could  play  on  such  a  piano  —  it  was  so  badly 
out  of  tune.  But  a  look  from  hPr  father  silenced  her  on  that 
score . 

The  President  was  very  gentl©  and  tried  to  win  her 
confidence  and  good  humor.  He  told  her  she  must  play  something 
ouite  simple,  as  he  was  a  man  with  no  musical  talent  or  knowledge. 
Whereupon  the  naughty  young  Miss  launched  into  the  longest  and 
heaviest  "Prelude  and  Fugue" of  Bach,  that  was  in  her  repertoire. 
When  she  had  finished,  the  President  said  he  supposed  it  was 
very  fine,  but  he  could  not  understand  it.  He  told  her  that  he 
only  knew  two  tunes,  one  of  which  was  "Listen  to  the  Mocking 
Bird",  and  asked  whether  by  any  eahnce  she  could  play  it. 

Teresa,  by  this  time,  thoroughly  frightened  at  the 
expression  on  her  father's  face,  assured  the  President  that  she 
could,  and  plunged  into  the  theme  with  a  series  of  original 
variations,  entirely  by  ear,  stopping  only  when  exhaustion 
compelled  her  to.  The  scenem  which  took  place  afterwards, 
between  the  child  and  her  parents  at  the  Hotel,  was  one  that 
Teresa  never  forgot." 

With  best  wishes  and  many  thanks  to,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


October  28,  1968 


Mr.  Joseph  K.  Mason 
39  West  76th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10023 

Dear  Mr,  Mason; 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  25th.    I  raad 
the  excerpt  from  the  article  about  Teresa  Carreno 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest.    I  will  place  your 
letter  in  our  music  file. 

I  checked  LINCOLN  DAY  BY  DAY;    A  CHRONOLOGY s  1809- 
1865  and  I  find  no  mention  of  Teresa  Carreno. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  story. 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGM/cavr 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


26  Queensbury  Drive 
Springfield,   Mass.  01129 
October  12,  1971 


Dr.   Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor 
LINCOLN  LORE 

Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Last  summer  I  came  across  the  text  of  a  campaign  rally  song  used 
during  Lincoln's  campaign  in  1860  in  Maine.  It  appears  in  the 
OXFORD  DEMOCRAT,  South  Paris,  Maine,  May  5,  1908.  According  to 
that  newspaper  it  was  sung  at  a  rally  at  Paris  Hill  sometime  in 
1860.  Hannibal  Hamlin  and  his  brother  Elijah  both  spoke  at  the 
rally.  On  the  platform  with  them  was  a  wooden  chair  said  to  be 
made  of   rails  split  by  "Old  Abe  himself." 

Here  is  the  text  of  the  song: 


Hark!   Hark!  A  signal  gun  is  heard 

Just  out  beyond  the  fort; 
The  good  old  ship  of  state,  my  boys 

Is  coming  into  port. 
With  tattered  sails  and  anchor  gone, 

I  fear  the  rogues  will  strand  her. 
She  carried  now  a  sorry  crew, 

And  needs  a  new  commander. 

Old  Ab' ram  is  the  man 

With  a  sturdy  mate 

From  the  Pine  Tree  State, 
Old  Ab'ram  is  the  man. 

Four  years  ago  she  put  to  sea, 

With  prospects  brightly  beaming; 
Her  hull  was  strong,   her  sails  new  bent, 

And  every  pennant  streaming. 
She  loved  the  gale,    She  plowed  the  wave, 

Nor  feared  the  deep's  commotion. 
Majestic  gently  on  she  sailed 

Proud  mistress  of  the  ocean. 

Buchanan  was  the  man, 

But  his  four  year's  trip, 

Leaves  a  crippled  ship, 
Buchanan  was  the  man. 

Our  ship  is  getting  out  of  trim, 
'Tis  time  to  calk  and  grove  her; 

She's  foul  astern  of  human  gore, 
They've  turned  her  to  a  slaver. 

She  has  cruised  about  from  coast  to  coast, 
Her  flying  bondsmen  hunting. 


(continued  next  page) 
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Until  she  strained  from  stem  to  stern, 
And  lost  her  sails  in  hunting. 

Old  Ab 1  ram  is  the  man 
With  a  sturdy  mate 
From  the  Pine  Tree  State, 

Old  Ab ' ram  is  the  man. 

We'll  give  her  what  repairs  she  needs, 

A  thorough  overhauling; 
Her  scurvey  crew  shall  be  dismissed 

Into  some  honest  calling, 
Brave  Lincoln  soon  shall  take  the  helm, 

On  truth  and  right  relying, 
In  calm  or  peace,    in  storm  or  war, 

He'll  keep  her  colors  flying. 

Brave  Lincoln  is  the  man, 
With  a  sturdy  mate 
From  the  Pine  Tree  State 
Brave  Lincoln  is  the  man. 


The  text  of  the  song  was  written  in  1908  for  the  newspaper  in 
response  to  a  request  from  a  reader.     The  person  who  wrote  it 
from  memory   (she  well  may  have  been  at  the  rally  in  1860)  was 
Mrs.   E.V.  Canwell  of  South  Paris,   Maine.     The  singing  of  the 
Rally  Song  was  led  at  the  mass  meeting  at  Paris  Hill,   Maine  in 
1860  by  "Mr.   Locke,   the  army  balladist?"     I'm  not  sure  what  army 
is  referred  to  but  it  may  have  been  local  militia. 

Do  you  have  this  campaign  song  in  your  collection?  If  you  don't 
I  thought  you  would  like  to  have  it. 


With  all  good  wishes. 


Cordially , 
Ronald  G.  Whitney 
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LINCOLN  SHEET  MUSIC 

An  Important,  Though  Often  Neglected, 
Type  of  Lincolniana 
By  ESTHER  COWLES  CUSHMAN 

Custodian,  Lincoln  Collection,  Brown  University  Library 


.  fhee' :.muVc  r«lat'"ng  to  Abraham  Lincoln  is  rather  neglected  Al- 
most nothing  has  been  wntten  about  it,  and  most  I  „„u  „t 
ittle  attention  to  it.     Mr.  Charles  W/ McLu«  w^Jn/^",^ 


a 

Up 


{he  importance  of  getting  together'  $  &^*\^™ 
fine  collection  with  his  other  Lincolniana.    Since  his  collation  \L  hM* 
at  the  Brown  University  L.brary  many  pieces  have  been  added,  and 
b.bliography  as  complete  as  poss^le  has  been  compiled  by  adduU  titl. 
from  other  collections  that  are  not  found  here.  =  ntl 


Through  the  neglect  of  this  music, 
Lincoln  students  have  missed  one 
of  the  most  interesting  sidelights  on 
Lincoln's  relationship  to  his  times 
and  his  gro\ving  influence  since  h_ 
'death.  Not  only  do  these  songs  and 
'other  pieces  of  music  reflect  Lin 
'eoln,  but,  as  he  was  so  intimately 
'connected  with  all  the  events  of  the 
.Civil  War,  they  form  an  obbligato 
to  the  history  of  the  war.  If  all  the 
imusic  of  the  period  were  brought 
.together,  and  a  careful  study  made 
of  the  subjects  written  about,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  they 
[were  written;  we  should  have  a  sur- 
prisingly complete  history  of  the 
ftimes. 

JMusic  Referring  Only  to  Lincoln 
Taking  only  the  pieces  that  refer 
fo  Lincoln  we  find  most  of  the 
'events  commemorated  that  were  in- 
fluenced by  him.  First  are  Rail  Split- 
ter polkas  and  schottisches,  and  the 
'"Wigwam  Grand  March"  named 
from  the  Wigman  in  Chicago  where 
lie  was  nominated.  "Honest  old  Abe" 
,Was  written  by  a  "Wide  Awake" 
probably  a  member  of  one  of  the 
[Wide  Awake  Clubs  that  helped  elect 
Lincoln.'  The  war  called  forth  such 
pieces  as  "Lincoln-Union- Victory" 
and  "Our  Flag,  our  Army  and  our 
President."  Early  in  the  war  the 
affectionate  title,  "Father  Abraham" 
is  found;  perhaps  the  most  famous 
use  of  it  is  in  James  Sloan  Gibbons, 
"We  are  coming,  Father  Abraham." 


Emancipation  and  Campaign  Songs 

Emancipation  called  for  music 
iWe  find  among  other  pieces,  "Old 
Abe  has  gone  and  did  it.  Boys,"  and 
''Emancipation  Quick  Step." 

The  presidential  campaign  in 
f!864  brought  out  many  songs. 
There  were  Fremont  songs  and  Mc- 
Clellan  songs  opposing  Lincoln,  as 
'well  as  songs  in  his  favor.  Among 
the  latter  are  "Abraham  the  Great 
and  Gen!.  Grant  his  Mate,"  "Nomi- 
nation Song,"  "Three  Cheers  for 
Abe  and  Andy"  and  many  others. 

Minstrel  songs  were  popular  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  of  course  Lincoln 
figures  in  many  of  them.  There  were 
aeveral  versions  of  "Abraham's 
Daughter."  Others  were,  "We'll 
fight  for  Uncle  Abe,"  and  "The 
Arms  of  Abraham." 

Funeral  and  Memorial  Pieces 

By  far  the  largest  number  of  Lin- 
coln pieces  on  any  occasion  was 
written  soon  after  the  assassination. 
There  are  nearly  50  funeral  marches 

(Please  Turn  to  Page  3,  Column  3) 


THE  SONG  "OLE  SHADY"  BY  BENJAMIN  R«  HANBY  (COMPOSER 


OF  "DARLING  NELLY  GRAY"  AND  "UP  ON  THE  HOUSETOP" ) 
IS  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  BOOKS: 


(Books  found  in  the  Cleveland  Public  Library- 
are  given  the  catalogue  number  of  that  library) 

1.  "THE  MOST  POPULAR  PLANTATION  SONGS"  by  Gilbert  Clifford  Noble  (A,B,  Harvard) 

Hinds,  Noble  &  Eldridge,  New  York    (1911)  (M  774.7  65) 

2.  "HEART  SONGS" 

Chappie  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Boston,  (1909)  (M  774.8  461) 

3*    "BOOK  OF  A  THOUSAND  SONGS"  by  Albert  E.  Wier 

Mumil  Publishing  Co.,  New  York  (1918)  ( M  774.8  9338) 

4.  "SONGS  OF  THE  SUNNY  SOUTH"  by  Albert  E.  Wier 

D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York  (192.9)  (M  7747  948) 

5.  "357  SONGS  WE  LOVE  TO  S  BIG" 

Hall  &  McCreary  Co.,  Chicago  (1933)  (M  774.86  875) 

6.  "STORIES  OF  GREAT  NATIONAL  SONGS"  by  Colonel  Nicholas  Smith 

The  Young  Church  Co.,  Milwaukee  and  New  York  (1899)  and 
Sampson,  Law 4  Marston  k  Co.,  London  (words  only)  (774»5  8285) 
"Ole  Shady' s"  picture  is  printed.    This  book  is  reviewed  in 
the  National  Magazine  for  Dec.  1899  (ill 284)  and  "Ole  Shady' s" 
picture  is  on  p*  294, 

7.  "A  CENTURY  OF  PROGRESS  IN  AMERICAN  SONG"  by  Marx  and  Anne  Oberndorfer 

Hall  &  McCreary  Co*,  Chicago  (1933)  (M  774,84  -  702) 

8.  "THE  NEW  AMERICAN-  SONG  BOOK"  (Pan-American  Edition)  by  Marx  and  Anne 

Oberndorfer 

Hall  &  McCreary  Co.,  Chicago  (1941) 

9.  "NORTH  AMERICAN  REVIEW"  (Oct.  1888)  Words  are  given  in  an  article 

entitled  "Old  Shady1)  With  A  Moral"  by  Gen.  Wm.  T.  Sherman  (pp.  361-368) 

The  Cleveland  Public  Library  has  the  original  sheet  music  «f 
"Ole  Shady"  in  a  bound  collection  of  sheet  music  (M  774,8  -  S«  58s48). 

In  introductory  remarks  entitled  "Americans  Heritage  of  Song" 
in  the  song  book  entitled  "The  New  American  Song  book"  (listed  above)  it  is 
said  (p.  13); 

"A  later  minstrel  musician  was  B.  Rt  Han&y,  who  was  One 
of  the  first  to  recognise  the  value  of  the  Negro  dialect  song, 
'Ole  Shady'  *  *  is  an  excellent  early  example  of  this  type  of  song*" 

The  same  statement  is  made  at  p,  13  in  the  introductory  remarks  of  "A  Century 
of  Progress  In  American  Song"  (listed  above). 


z 


"Ole  Shady"  was  still  quite  popular  in  1909  because  it  was  then 
included  in  the  song  book  "Heart  Songs"  (listed  above).    The  songs  included  in 
that  book  were  chosen  in  a  national  contest  initiated  by  the  National  Magazine, 
People  were  asked  to  send  in  the  names  of  their  favorite  songs.     25,000  people 
participated.    "Darling  Nelly  Gray"  was  also  included. 

In  a  file  in  the  Fine  Arts  Division  of  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  is  a  typewritten  compilation  of  songs  entitled  "Musical  Cavalcade, 
1800-1935"  which  lists  by  years  the  important  songs  through  that  period.  "Ole 
Shady"  is  listed  for  1861. 

In  the  Cleveland  Public  Library  there  is  a  bound  collection  of 
old  sheet  music  (M  776,408  -  M  971V)  by  various  composers,  published  between 
1836  and  1864,     Included  is  the  original  sheet  music  of  "Tenting  On  the  Old 
Camp  Ground"  published  by  Oliver  Ditson  &  Co.,  Boston,  in  1864,    On  the  back 
of  that  sheet  is  a  list  of  war  songs  published  by  that  company.    There  it  is 
said: 

"Songs  of  The  War" 

"The  following  songs,  suggested  by  the  stirring 
events  of  our  times,  comprising  every  variety, 
and  illustrating  the  various  phases  and  in- 
cidents of  the  War,  have  become,  and  continue 
to  be,  very  popular    *  *  *, 

"Ole  Shady,  or  the  Song  of  the  Contraband    3t 

"0,  yah,  yah,  darkies,  laugh  wid  me 
For  de  white  folks  say  Ole  Shady' s  free," 

In  the  book  "Stories  of  Great  National  Songs"  (listed  above) 
by  Col.  Nicholas  Smith,  it  is  said  of  "Ole  Shady"  at  p.  149: 

"Perhaps  the  most  fun- provoking  song  of  the  Civil  War 
is  'Old  Shady'.    With  a  fine  bass  or  baritone  voice  behind 
it,  it  is  over-running  with  laughter.    To  announce  the  piece 
at  a  war  song  concert,  or  at  a  public  entertainment  of  any 
kind,  is  to  create  a  flutter  of  pleasant  anticipation  and 
to  signify  to  the  auditors  that  merriment  may  have  full  swing," 

In  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman's  article  on  "Old  Shady,  With  A 
Moral"  in  the  No rt^Ameri can  Review  for  October,  1888,  pp.  361-368,  (listed 
above),  Gen.  Sherman,  in  speaking  of  the  song  "Ole  Shady"  said: 

"Burns  never  said  anything  better." 


Compiled  by 
Earl  R,  Hoover 
October  6,  1$48 , 


